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rather than " in chair with lively voice." His Introduction to
the Osteology of the Mammalia is perfect in its way, its method
being scientific, its statements accurate, and its style as light
and readable as that of Mr. Luther Holden's Human Osteology.
Of equally high merit is the Introduction to the Study of
Mammals, Living and Extinct, which he prepared in con-
junction with Mr. Lydekker.
Last year was published his Essays on Museums, a collection

of speeches, lectures, etc., which conveniently reflect his
views on the subject in which he was so experienced.
In 1884 Sir William Flower became Director of the Natural

History Department in the British Museum. For several
years he took an active part in enlarging, improving, and
arranging tlle collection, with the aid, in this case, of an able
staff of officers. But at length his health began to fail, and
he was obliged to reeign last year. On June 29th he was
clearly siniking, and he passed peacefully away two days later.
Thus passed away an eminent scientist, who may justly be

called the King of Conservators. We have no space to dwell
on the numerous honours he received, on the Chairs which he
held as President of learned societies, nor on his lectures as
Hunterian Professor at the College, and his addresses at con-
gresses, etc. He was deeply beloved by a wide circle of
frienids, including many of rank and fame. He could popu-
larise science, but never vulgarised it; the justice of which
criticism is demonstrated by his admirable Fashion in De-
ormit.y, on which we commented in the JOURNAL in May,
188o. Originally a lecture delivered at the Royal Institution,
it is now included in Macmillan's Nature Series, and, though
short, it is admitted by all competent authorities to be a
standard work of reference on a highly-interesting subject.

SirWilliam Flower married the daughter of the astronomer,
Admiral Smyth, F.R.S., a member of a gifted family distin-
guished in science. Lady Flower and all his family survive
him.

THE death is reported of Mr. JOHN TERRY, of Bath. The
deceased qualified as M.R.C.S. in I844, and L.S.A. in 1845.
Mr. John Terry was a very old member of the Bath and
Bristol Branch of the Association, and for many years served
on the Council. He was a constant attendant at the meetings,
and took an active part in discussions relating to mental
diseases in which, as proprietor of Bailbrook Asylum, he was
most interested.
WE have to record the death of Mr. WALTER MAY, of Clin-

cauns, Kilmoganny, Callan, co. Kilkenny, which occurred
recently at his residence. He contracted typhus fever from
some patients whom he was attending as dispensary doctor,
and died after two weeks' illness. He was M.R.C.S.Eng.,
I870, and L.R.C.P.I., 1871. Twenty-six years ago he was
elected to the poiition of dispensary medical officer of his
district, and he discharged his duties faithfully. He earned
the respect and confidence of the people. and there is wide-
spread sorrow for his tragic death.
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THE HOUSING PROBLEM IN LONDON.

ATtheweeklymeetingof theLondon County Council oll July 4th
a report from the Housing Committee illustrated some of the
difficulties which that Committee is encountering in its
endeavour to inaugurate a "forward policy" in dealing with
the rehousingf of perEons displaced under the Act of I890, and
especially in dealing with the Government departments. It
would appear that the Local Government Board is more
obdurate and rigid in its requirements than the Home Office.
Thus the Committee reported:
In providing accommodation for persons dispjlaced by cariying into

effect schemes under the Housing or the Worklng Classes Act, I890, or
in connection with street improvements, it has always been thc practice
of the Council and the Home Office to reckon each room as being suffi-
cient for two persons. Recently, however, the Secretary of State
informed us that he felt bound to reconsider this basis in view of the fact
that a, return issued in 1898 showed that each room in the Council's
(dwellinvs accommodated on an average x.6 persons. At the same timne
the question of the size of the rooms was raised, as in some cases plans

had been submitted to the Secretary of State, showing tenements having
living rooms of less than 144 square feet of floor space, thouglh in these
cases the size of the bedrooms had been correspondingly increased. As
these two questions appearedto us to be of great importance, we attended at
the Home Officeby deputation, and explained our views fully to Sir Kenelin
Digby. The Secretary of State has now replied officially to the deputation,
promisingto acceptaminimum size of rooms of 244 square feet forliving, and
96 square feet for bedrooms, with the further understandinig that nminute
deviations from the minimum, especially in the case of three-room tene-
ments, which may be rendered necessary by the plan of a building or the
configuration of the site upon which it is placed, will not be noticed. As
regards the number of persons to be deemed to be accommodated, after
hearing our arguments, and in view of the Council's resolution of
November 29th, I898, that lhousing accommodation should in all cases be
provided for a number of personis equal to that of the working classes
displaced, the Secretary of State has intimated that he is prepared to
continue the basis of two persons per room heretofore in force.
On tne other hand, in the case of rehousing on certain sites

in Southwark, the Committee reports to the Council as
follows:
On June 20th we called the attention of the Council to tlhe fact

that, although planis of dwellings proposed to be erected on the Grecen
Street and Pocock Street, Soutliwark, for relhousing persons displaced
under the Falcon Court scheme, had been sent to tlle Local Government
Board so far back as February 24th, r899, no decision upon tlhem had then,
been received. The decision was received on June 22nd, when the
Board intimated that the plans appeared to be objectioniable by reasonl of
the thinness of the partition walls proposed to be formed and bythe
omission of any equivalent for a party wall in the loniger arm of thte
buildings. In order to avoid further delay we have givenI instructions
for the partition walls to be thickened to 4'- inlches, and for a wall in the
longer arm of the building to be constructed g inches tlhick. These
alterations will, we lope, nmeet the objections raised. Tlle Board, hiow-
ever, further stipulate that the occupancy of the dwellings slhall, as
regards one-room tenemenlts be restricted to a childless married couLple,
two girls, or two elderly persoins of the same sex, and as regards two-room
tenements to two adults (being a mai-ried couple) and two children under
IO years of age. We may remind the Council that tlle first of these
restrictions is the same as that which the Board sought to impose on the
East End Dwellings Company with regard to the dwellings they desired
to erect on the Ann Street, Poplar, area, and to wlhielh the company
attached such importance that thley declined to proceed unless it were
withdrawn. With regard to theo second restriction, we may point out
that this is far more stringent than anything thiat is insisted upon by tile
Home Office, who, it will be seen from the preceding paragraph of our
report, will not object to such tenemetnts being occupied by four adults.
We report the facts of this case so that the Counicil may lhave full
knowledge of the difficulties witlh which we have to contend in carryinig
out the rehousing provisionis of schemes under the Housinig of the WVolk-
ing Classes Act. 1890.
The Board is doubtless influenced by sound policy in

endeavouring to secure a high standard of comfort and air
space, but in view of the appalling overcrowded state existent
in South and East and Central London, it is desirable that no
red-tape officialism should unduly fetter the well-meaning
efforts of local authorities.

HEALTII OF ENGLISH TOWNS.
IN thirty-three of the largest English towns, including London, 6.421
births and 3,427 deaths were registered during the week ending Saturday
last, July ist. The annual rate of mortality in these towns, which liad
been I6.5 and I6.3 per x,oooin the two preceding weeks, further declined to
25.7 last week. The rates in the several towns ranged from 10.4 in Black-
burn. Ix.8 in West Ham, 22.7 in Birkenhead, and 22.8 in Halifax to 20.6 in
Sheffield, 22.3 in Manchester, 22.5 in Liverpool, and 22.5 in Gateshead.
In the thirty-two provincial towns the mean death-rate was I6.2 per Ioco,
and exceeded by I.3 the rate recorded in London, wlich was only 24.9 per
I,ooo. The zymotic death-rate in the thirty-tlhree towns averaged i.9 per
xIoo0 in London the rate was equal to i.6 per i,0oo, while it averaged 2.0 in
the ,thirty-two provincial towns, among which the highest zymotic death-
rates were 3.3 in Hull and in Manchester, 3.6 in Salford, 4.6 in Burnley. and
4.9 in Portsmouth. Measles caused a death-rate of 2.2 in Croydon and in
Salford, 2.7 in Manchester, and 2.8 in Burnley; scarlet fever of 1.4 in
Burnley; whooping-couglh of I.I in Portsmouth and in Cardiff, and 1.4 in
Burnley; and '"fever" of 2.3 in 13righton. The 7I deaths from diplhth;eria
in the thirty-three towns innluded 25 in London, Io0 iia Sheffield, 7 in Ports-
inouth, 6 in Birmingham, 5 in Leeds, 4 in Leicester. and 3 in West Ham.
Five fatal cases of small-pox were registered in Hull, but not one in
London or in any other of the thirty-three larke towns; and 2 small-pox
patients were under treatment last week in the Metropolitan Asylums
Hospitals. The number of scarlet fever patients in these hospitals and
in the London Fever Hospital, which had increased from 2,161 to 2 367 at
the end of the six preceding weeks, had further risen to 2,430 on Satui day
last; July Ist; 302 new cases were admitted during the week, against 278,
262, and 335 in the tbree preceding wceks.

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.
DURING the week ending Saturday last, July Ist, 97I births and 539
deaths were registered in eight of the principal Scotch towns. The annual
rate of miortality in these towns, wlhich had declined from 29.9 to I6.7 per
I,000 in the four preceding weeks, rose again to 17.7 last week, anid
exceeded by 2.0 per 2,000 the mean rate during the same period in the
thirty-three large English towns. Among these Scotch towns the death-
rates ranged from 22.0 in Aberdeen anid 13.4 in Leitli to 23.7 in Perth and
25.0 in Paisley. The zymotic death-rate in these towns averaged 2.2 per
I,000 the highlest rat4s being recorded in Dundee and Pertlh. The 248
deaths registered in Glasgow included It from measles, 6 from scarlet
fever, 2 from diphtheria, and iI from diarrhama. Four fatal cases of
whooping-cough, 2 of measl es, and 2 of "fever" were recorded in Edin-
burgh; and 4 deaths were referred to whooping-cough in Dundee.


